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Is it by telling us what is right and what is 
wo in the different Communions ? Is it 
by telling us that one external Communion is 
better than another ? Is it by ſhewing us that 


any is dangerous? Is it by directing us with 


which we: ought to join, or indeed that we 
ought, ſo much as to join with any? No: 


_ 
i 


This right and wrong, or good and bad in 
externa Communions, tho” it was the whole 
| Queſtion, is wholly. skipt over by your Lord- 
ſhip; and you preach up an Invafhte Church 
as the only true Church in the Month of a 
_ Chriſtian, and this in Contradiſtiuction to all 
Viſille Churches: And only declare that 
our Title to God's Favour cannot depend up- 
on our being or continuing in any particular 
Method, but upon our Szzcerity. 
Vout Lordſhip ſays; I have laid down 4 
2 of the Univerſal Inviſible Church 
or Kingdom. of Chriſt *. Your Lordſhip had 
been as Well employ'd if you had been paint- 
ing of Hirus, or Weighing of Thoughts. 
The main Qusſtion, you lay, is whether this 
Deer ip ion be true and juſt tf. 
his, my Lord, is not the main Queſtion ; 
nor indeed does it concern us at all whether 
our Lordlhip, is ingenious, or not, in this 
„ c ER ON rneR 
For "ſuppoſe your Lordſhip had been de- 
ſcribing an Invi/ible King to the People of 


Great Britain, do you think the main Que- 
# ion amongſt the Lords and Commons. would 
be, whether you. had hit off the Deſcription | 
well?, No, my. Lord, rhe main Queſtion 
would be, to what Ends and Purpofes, you 
had ſet up ſüch a King, and what Relation 


the Subjects of Great Britain had to him, 


. 
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thought | 
fine Painting, that you had deſcr 
ty, and ſet him out as Invi/ible.. The Appli- 


= 
. 9 
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whether they might leave cheir Viſchle, and 


pay only an internal Allegiance to your In- 
fehle King. If your Lordſhip ſhould far- 
ther deſeribè him as the on true King in the 
Month of 4 Britain, 1 believe ir would be 
t a poor Apolugy to appeal to your 

ib d him 7 


catioh is here very eaſy; it is a very tritling 


Queſtion, and only concerns your Lordſhip's 
Parts, whether your Deſcriprion of your In- 
viſible Church be juſt or not; bur it is the 

_ Uſe and the End of ſetting up this Church, 

which is any Matter of Queſtion to us. Vour 
Lordſhip might erect as 5 Churches as 


you pleaſe, if you did it only for ſpeculative 
Amuſement, and to try your Abilities in fine 


Drawing; but if you pretend to unſettle the 
Chriſtian Church, by your new Buildings, or 
to deſtroy the Diſtinction between the Church 


and Conventicle, by your Inviſibles, we muſt 


beg your Lordſhip's Excuſe, and can no more 


admire the Beauty or Fuſtneſs of your 


fine Defcriptions, than you would admire a 
faſt Deſeriprion of air eee dee it 
it was 


o 


- 


our in order to receive your Lord- 


„ 
: WL 1 "© 
1 +2» 
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Fon add; But of this (Deſcription) they 


(the Committee) have not ſaid one word; 
but rather choſen id go off to an Article of 
Yhe Church of England, which” defines not 
the Univer/al Inviible Church.” And your 


FZ _  Tordihip 


— Oe — — 
* (a y 


— TR ” 
Lordſhip might as well obſerve, that they 

have not ſaid one word about Platq's Re. 

public. For how _ they ſhould imagine 
that you was deſcribing, an Inviſiblè Church, 
or if they did, why they ſhould trouble their 
Heads with ſuch a Deſcription, is not eaſily 


b OE ORE na 
For, my Lord, if it was, your primary In- 
tention. only ro appear in Defence of an U- 
niuerſal Inviſible Church, what can we con- 
ceive in our Minds more ſurprizing? What 
can be more extraordinary than that a Viſible 
Biſhop at a Viſiblè Court, ſhould with fo 
much Solemnity preach in Defence of a 
Church which can neither be defended nor 
Injured? Are there any Rights in your Invi- 
fible Church which; can poſſibly be loſt 2 If 
3h not, to What purpoſe L your Lordſhip 
come in as a Defgnder ?. Can the Sight of a- 
ny Men find it, the Malice of any Men at- 
rack it, or the Goodwill of any Men ſup- 
port it? No: Vet tho“ it is as inviſible as 
the Center of the Earth, and as much out of 
our reach as the Stars, yet your Lordſhip 
has very, pathetically preached a Sermon and 
publiſh'd ſome Volumes, leſt this Inviſible 
Church, which no body knows where to 
find, ſhould be run away wit. 
Should the ſame Chriſtian Zeal induce your 
Lordſhip to appear at ſome other folemn Oc- 
caſion in the Cauſe of the #inds, your Pains ; 
would be as well employ d; tor it would be 


* 


” N 


as reaſonable to deſite that they might 5e 

aid 6/2w where they liſt, as that an Inviſible 

Church, no where to be known or found by 
us at preſent, may not be injur C. 


- 


If therefore the Learned Committe had ſo 

far forgot that Viſible Church of which they 
are Members, as to have 7 with your 
Lordſhip about your [viſible Church, the 


Diſpute would have been to as much purpole, 
as a Tryal in W, -fiminſter-Elall about the 
Philo ſupher's Stone. * LEE oy 


But you complain that they rather choſe 
to go e to an Article of the Church of Eng- 
land. My Lord, this is very bard indeed, 
that they thould go to the Church of Eng- 
land, when you had an Invi/ible Church rea- 
dy for them; or that this Learned Body can't 
diſpute about Churches, but they muſt needs 
bring the Churchof England into the Queſtion, 
Suppoſe, as in the above-mention'd In- 
ſtance, your Lordſhip ſhould lay down a /ine 
and 7#/f Deſcription of your Inviſihle King of 
Great Britain, a Number of Tories ſhould, 
inſtead of examining the Truth of your De- 
ſcription, go of to the Acts of Settlement, 
which declares a /7/b1e King of Britain : This 
would be to uſe your Lordſhip juſt as the | 
| Learned Committee have done; who, in- 
ſtead. of dwelling upon the Beauty and Juſt- 
nels of this Deſcription, have gone of to an | 
old Article in the Charch of England Which 
indeed only deſeribes an old-faſhion d Viſibile 
PFF ˙ ˙¹˙˙¹ -rmmÿ HE 
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1 as Churches went in the Apoſtles 
SE is, a Congrepation of Fah 

Ih; in which- the "Tos Nord of "74 

9 and the Sacrameptrs ony amin. 
e one 1 
991 am of Opinion kh the o kicot 4 

Cburch would not have thought themſelves 

roo Javiſſbie to be thus lia, or that 

this was too Yi/ible a Deſcription of the 


| 3 of Chriſt to take in its J ſi ueere Mem- 


Whether therefore ob Lordfſhi Has given 
a true Deſcription of the T»vi/ible Church, 
that is, a Church of Thoughts and Senti- 

monte, I fhall not confider, but thus much 
I muſt obſerve, that it is a very falſe Deſcrip- 
tion; firſt. as it pretends to deſcribe THE 
Church f, and the only true Church in the 
Mouth of a Chriſtian. For the Church of 
Chriſt, as has been ſhewn, is as truly a Vi- 
fible external Society, as any Civil or Secu- 
lar Society in the World: And it is no more 
diftinguifh'd from fach Societies by the Invi- 
J#ility, than by the Fouth or Age of ir$ 


Members oy 
The holy conſecrated Elemente differ Rom 


VE common Bread and Hine, but they don't fo 


differ from it, as to ceaſe to be as Viſchię, as 
common Bread and Wine. Thus che Holy 
Catholick Church, I. © of Chrift, 
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but not in point of Fiſibility, but in regard 


l „ 
differs, from worldly Societies and Kingdoms, 


to the Ends and Purpoſes for which it is e- 
=” vis. the eternal Salvation of Man- 
"£9 Secondly, This Deſcription contradicts the 

. nineteenth Article of the Church of England. 

For tho' it is not fer as anocher PAGE | 

Church, ſo as to adict it in point of Vi- 
ſcbility, yet ſeeing it is deſeribd as THE 
Church, and the only true Church, it plainly 


. © contradicts it in point of Truth; for if it be 


che only true Church, every other muſt bea 
n e int 
Thirdly, This Deſcription. is a mere ſpacu- 
lat ive Conjecture, a, Creature of the Imagi- 
nation, Which, can ſerve no Purpoſes, but is 
entirely foreign to the preſent. Diſpute, and 
muſt be ſo to any Diſpute which ever can a- 
riſe between contending; Communions, . It 60 
more ſerves to inform any one whether be 
ſhould: go to the /7;/6/8 Church or Yi/ible 
 Conyenticle, than whether he ſhould ſtudy 
the Lau or Phy/ick: It may indeed ſerve 
to make Perſons regardleſs. of any Vahle 
Church, but can be of no uſe to them, if 
they deſire to know with what Viſehle Church 


2 


they ought to join. 


It may no be worth our while to obſerve 
Chhriſt's Kingdom, which you ſay is the on/y 
| tr ue one. ef anſwered, my Kingdom is 


N 
o , 


(46). 
Hot of FP World, ir the Text to your Ser. 
mon. You ſay, you. have choſen 25 Words 
is whith our ord eb rhe Nature of - 
bis Kingdom *. „„ 
Now, my Lord, one 4 imagine, that 
5 hereby mean, that our Lord has in theſe 
Words declard what his Kingdom is; for 
without this, it cannot be true that he hath 
declared the Nature of his Kingdom.  Where- 
as it is ſo far from being true that he harh in 
theſe Words declared what his Kingdom is, 
that he has only, and that in one e | 
Reſpect, declared uh it is nor. If he had 
faid that his Kingdom was not a Jewiiſb King 
dom, would this be declaring the Nature of 
his Kingdom? If a Petſon thould ſay that his 
Belief was not the Belief of the Church of 
England, would he in theſe Words declare © 
the Nature of his Belief 2 Would it nor {till 
de uncertain whether he was an Arian or dw 
einian, or ſomething * from them 
both? Thus our Sapiour's f. aying that his 
Kingdom is not of this Mori, no more de- 
clares the Ai of his: Kingdom, than a 
Perſon by ſay ing neh a one was not bis Son, 
would in the ſe Ld ors declare how many | 
Children he had. 
My Kingdom is not of this W, 71 are ve- 
ry indeterminate Words, and capable of ſeve- 
| * Meanings," if v we confider- chem in n ther- 
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Lees. 


it he ih 7235 r 
Kin 


1 it 5.4 | 
But as bon 48 we iS: them 14 
ati; ver to a ar nn, they 
take one determinate Senſe. Queſtion 
was, Whether our Saviour was: the (188 2 

Ning of "the Jews? Jeſus an feiere 


Kin 1 i nor 556 this N la Now - 
Words may 


vo mote than the 
Denial of what wh Aeg, as there is nothing 


a in them that neceſſarily implies. more, chan 


that be was not a King as the Jewſh of o- 
ther T emporal Kings are; as the Queſtion \ 
extends the © Anſwer no farther that, this 
Meaning; ſo if we enlarge ir, or fix any o- 
ther Meaning to it, it is all human Reaſon- | 
ing without any Warrrant from the Text. 
Now, 7 the Words in this Senſe, What 


A ſtrange Concluſion is this that your Lord- 


ſhip draws from it: That becauſe Chtiſt fai 4 
his Kingdom was not 4 Temporal Kingdotn, | 


as the Ferviſh and other Kin doms Were; 


therefore his Kingdom is Ivi/able. ls it 6. 


2 to be a Temporal' Kingdom, becauſe 4 


*emporal-Kingdom is Viſible? If not, it will 


by means llow, that it muſt be Irviſible, 5 


becauſe it is ſaid not to be Temporal. Maſt 
contrary td a Tempotal 
dom, becauſe it is ſaid not to be Tempo. 

Then it muſt have no Subjecks becauſe” 


i ae Kingdoms thete are Subjects; 
then there muſt be no King, becanſe in ſach 
Kingdoms there are Kings. I ſuppoſe the 
83 * in a 9 proper _— „ 


4 


J f Gd to 91 not WY Un itutians, | , 0 
they are as external nay 1 
io the World; and con pg 0 e 
may be nor Temporal in AS very 
without implying chat it muſt = 2 5 22 
, -vi/ible. Indeed i canyort conceive.how. your 'W 
Leudhip. could have .thought of a:miore odd 
Conclaſion, than this which you bove drawn 
ſtom them. If 1 bad 


concluded t 4 
Sue Chriſt's Kingdom, is not a Temporal 


|, "Kingdoms, a S4eahey a6 Ml oh.5p 

Age; it had been ag, well as to fay, .there-. 

fore they, n n i ee einde | 
„Nene be more ſurprizing than to ſee 


lip throughour Jour Bo. 8 2 
this Funn Wich all 


| Feral and] 


is imaginable, and. even. 
demonſtrating every particular Circumſtance . 
of its * from this little 1725 2 47 . 
* is Wi 1 Tempora! Kingdom. Vour Lor 


i e * excellent at takit He. 
ec oe — oy have found out 82 
apm of wy ſo exact from ſo fmall. a Cir. 
- Ir ſcems had thi little Text 9 8 
3 2 re that we had leſt in che World, 3 
_ - yourTLo ee eee 
the help "of it. For there is nothing chat Ie 
lates we this Kin dom, or the Circumſtances: = 
Of its Members, but you have purely by The, 
Strength of your Genius, unafliſted. by any 
other Scripture, prov And de — inn. 
this n baane. i (* ul ere | 5 


? TI 4 Ge. 2 I 3 
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Tt Ir ( us * 
I Foreigner Ahould rell 2 | 
iſ his Houle in His own 6805 wy ek not 

as the Houſes ate in his Kingdoth, would ir 
bet Be Yes wonderful in your Lordthip,.to | 
be ahle to demonſtrare its Leokth & and Breadeh, 
To tell wy 4 en there ate on a Floor, 
and bo 8 y and Convenience 
. of the Structure merely from having been told 
that it was not like Ns Hotſes in this King- 
nr. Bur it would nor be more wonderful 
to ſer your Lordſhip deſcribe the Na- 
| 5 of Chtilt's' Kingdoiti, and explain every 
Circamſtahce that cdõticerns its Members, from 


| Having been told this Negative Circumſtance. 


Nor _ ach is it much 'to be wonder'd, ſeeing 
u 
He an A i of Chriſt's Kingdom, as you 
f would do of in Houle, that you, only. knew 

what! it Was nor. 
Again, —4 fay, As the Church of Chriſt 
i tht Kingdom of Chrift, be hinſelf is Kin 
_ and 5 * # Is mph that. he is. nſec 90 
the ſole 9 vie 6 bir Subjefts, and 
_ himſelf 27 75 e of their Behquiour 
in e Affairs of Confcience ot Salvation“. 
What a, pretty fine · ſpun Conſequense is 
bus, ro be drawn from the aboye-meprion d 
Text.” Your Lordſhip "here advances a, mere 
' hHuman' Specularion. Rhnded 
8 * the miceitain SEO 
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hk Ubjects ? 
Sh 


"A. 


of the Words, King and r ou fo | 
it is in this imply'd_ that becanſe a 2 


Kong, of his Kingdom, he is 15251 ole Law _ 


70" is $ ubjetts. Pray, my why is, 5 
i bit imply'd? Do the Cx King, and 
"Kingdom 2 Ways imply the ſame thi 

King in one Kingdom, 1 the ſame apr 
which every King harh/in. another Kingd dom ? 
Has the King 2 om land the ſame; Power, 
nh. at Yo. 1 F. Kc, A 
"rep a h ould it 

5 10410 on. cal nk Kg 15 Balu ſhould 
5% Law-giver to. his Subjects, becauſe 
there are Kings, 2 NT Law-givers. to 


e word, King, 


does. t neceſſarily. imply the /ame Power in 


every "Kingdom, how can there, be. any Con- 


of his 


cluſion, t at 125 2. Chriſt is om 
Kingdom, he is ſole 57 er to 


Yer your Lordlhip's whale Argumept is found- 


ed upon this weak and falſe Fe tf that the 
wor 1 is to be taken in pne abſolute and 4 
8: 


For you ex reſſly ſay it is in 


125 imply'd, that becauſe he is King, he is 


fole Law-giver.. Now it is 8 ible it ſhould 
be imply d in this, unlels che word, King, 


EY always im 23 8 the ſame ow Wer: For if there 
| ifference in the, Conſtitutions of 
Big doms, tho” they all have Kings, then it 
is plain nothing certain as to the Nature and 
See of any King dom can be drawn from 
10 WINS. a DDE Fat your * has 
1 ; 8 2 de rig N 


be any 


ukjects? 


3 
i deſerib d the Conſtitution of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
the Circumſtances of its Subjects, and in ſnort 
Fyery thing that can concern it, as abſolute- 
ly, and with as much Certainty, from Chriſt's 
being King of it, as if the word, Xing, had 
but one Meaning, or every King the fame = 
g Power. Thy molt OY f LOI A —— 
Again, you tell us; The groſſeſt Miſtakes 
' "Kingdom or Church, baue ariſen from 
heuce, that Men babe argued: from other 
Viſille Societies, and other Viſthle 22 
of- this Mord, to what ought to be Viſible 
and Senſible in lit Kingdom. 
Is it thus, my Lord 7 Are all our groſs Er- 
Tot owing ro this way of Reaſoning? Ho- 
then comes your Lordſhip to fall into this 
groſſeſt of Errors ? How come you to ſtate 
the very. Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom from 
the Conſideration of Temporal Kingdoms, or 
 _ M6/olute; Monarchies? How come you to 
argue from the Relarion between 1 
his Kingdom, to what ought to be in Chriſt's 
8 Are not Kings and King- 
ms Temporal Inſtitutions? Is not the Re- 
lation betwixt a King and his Kingdom a 
Temporal Relation? How then can you argue 
from theſe Temporal Kingdoms to any thing 
concerning Chriſt's Kingdom? Why will your 
Lordſhip fall into oo an Error, as to aſ- 
ſert that Chriſt muſt be ſale Law: giver to his 
r ee e Subjects, 


= 
Wx.#. 4v if £4 y * 3 6 o _— 24." hf 


" | | g 
\ - ” 


(a6) 


Subjects becabſe thert nie" ſome Ten 
Mig who ate ſole EAW. givers to — mol 
Jects ? Is there any Conlequence in this Ar-. 
gdument ? Nay, are not all our Errors owin ing 
do this miſtaken way of arguing ? | 
The only way to know: the Conſtitution | 
of this Kingdom, is not to reaſon from'What 
MW 2 d in che Words King and Kingdom, 
ey 


do not e ute 
See, PET 4 
of it. uhether chey admic of or require the 


Authority of under Magiſtrates," Thus if m 
appears that Chriſt has cotamifſion'd tber 


_ to act in his un Authority" in 
his Kingdom , and govem his Subjects in 
ſuch a manner as he 8 commiſſiond/ Theft 


to goyemn; Is it any Anſwer to thi 


IA 
that te Church: is 3 and | 


4 King, aud con ole Lato. $f 
it? e in ls Text," erf. 
ever. ye ſhail bind on Barth fpall be bo 


3 in Heaven, be. bend chf is King of f. 
rr . 


is mais d out of this ſingie Text, My Kin gam 
1% not. f this World; which certaitly im. 
plies no more, than if Chriſt had ſaid, T a 
not the; Tempora King F the eus Let 
us thereforei Re?! how yd, Lordihip's DO. 
Arines/ appear; if we bring them to the 
Principle fem: N your had Geet : Ag! 
* 2 | 1 8 4 . mY thus, 


The whole Scheme of all — web 
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- ſu 4 | alta: 4 NY Kew e che 
Jedes, therefore there is no ſuch 
Obutcb - Authorieꝝ n Obligation 0 5 
2 rticular Communion. . Jeu is nor 
emporal King of the cui; therefore 
Ae e Beueuidtiom s, and Excommunt- 
cal ue Dreams und Tri; therefore 
10 ae Order of Clergy is better than 
- _another..- ius * x 4 * ee n 1 er. 
ee It . ral King of the 
Jeu, chereſore 2 2 Church is the 
only true Church; in the Mouth of 4 Chri. 
tian ; therefore Siucerity alone, encluſtve of 
any particular Communion, is the on Title 
to: Gods Favour. No if the: Papiſts ſhould 
ſay, Jaſiut is nat the Temporal King of the 
Jes, therefore there is a Purgatory; there: 
fore We are to pray to iSaznts; they: would 
ſhe ye as much true Logic i and Diviniry, as 
you Lordſhip bas ſhewn in the Proof of = 
pont Doctrines from the above mention d 
Text. And 1 dare ſay, that euery Reader - | 
this Controverſy knaws that you! have nor | 


nded to any other Proof from the Scri * 


417 "el 


* 
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% 
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223 


tures ſor your Doctrine, than what | 
ratory could draw from this fin Or” hap}. W 
This therefore, I hope, re will . 
obſerre, that all uhich yon have advanced a: 
8 the 2 — a Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, is only an Haran this 
_ Text, which every one's: — Senſe- 
will cell R | 
-aibga., i poly | 


555 wth bh 4 5 * 18 *. i ene 
Poſſibiy- determine the Cauſe, uch ou als . 
engaged in For who can imagine that it's is 

well to bela ſincere Terk as à ſincere Chyil. 
ian, , ot chat a ſincere Quaker is as much 
An the Favour of God as a ſincere Churrii 

1 | 8 our bleſſed-Lordprold Pilar, 

that hr Kingdom was not of this mold; 

aud that in a manner; and upon ſuch 
an occaſion, as only to imply cha be wins 
not that King which 3 aſter ? Who 
can conceive that thete is no particular Or- 


der of the Clergy neceſſary, no — fa 


any —— rey — no RED 
| ificancy in the ſa- 
cation Powers, for In reaſon; becauſe there 
is. , Text in Scripture, which denies that 
Chriſt was the Temporal King f the Jews. 
our Lordſhip has ſaid much of the Plain - 
uf 2 and Simplicity of the Goſpel; and of its 
peculiar Fitneſs to be judgd of, by the ordi · 
nary common Senſe of Mankind; you have 
alſo interpos d in this Controverſy, to deli- 
ver them from the Authority of the Ohurdh, 
= and turn them looſe to the Scriptutes. Bur: 
my Lord, if this Text, M Kingdom i nor 
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is ſolely ogcaſion'd by aft on Behaviour. 
„ + FEherefore in alle [Sentence can 
| more have any Effect, than a" Fallibie one, 
becauſe ix is nf Behovorr alone which can 
72 7 ate: us. This, my Lord will be of great 
dſe to fome People, who Will be glad to find 
Effects to feat ' from 
World or the 


w 


* 


e 
1 


1 ö 
. — = 
- » ww» A t „ 1 4 4 
e e. 
) , FE bY ©] 0 1 1 : 1 
- = 8 * - : C 0 by 
* : Ir 3 
28 * 1 
* » 5 4 1 


_ 1 
Il cbereſbre Gt '>Judemiinrs were viſibly 
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Judgment is miraculous Call to Repentance. 
It is therefore as ſound à Chriſtian Doctrine, 
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of the Church, 3. e. God's ord:nary. won han 
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therefore it may be truly ſaid that Chriſt him- 
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0 / Sai a Br rivate Judgment. 
£03 #19 7s 
Ar hs Ghouls lee ny, that 7M * 
7 Wits the Neceſſity o external Com: 
monſon to ariſe from human Laws, 
ee ſuch, I have reſolved the Choice 
of a particular Communjon into > private 
Juan ne 
Jo this Vanſwer ; 0 ICH en nt 
Firſt; That by Sate into any particu- 
lar Communion, we are do underſtand the 


ſame thing as entering into the Church of 


Chriſt, or embracing the * which 
Chriſt has mſtituted. i 
* Secondly ; That "7% Chriſt came into. 8 
World, People were leſt to their choice whe- 
ther the would embrace Chriſtiani $45 
Thirdly" That Chriſtianity is ill upon 
the /ame Nane with Mankind, and it is ſtill 
left to every one's private Jodgment, whe- 
ther he will eco with the Terms of Sal- 
Fot o does nor deftioy ha 
Force Opheation: of Authority, or 5 
ir without any Effect upon the Condition of 
Men. For it does by no means follow, that 
there is no Authority, or that there are 10 


We”. caule 


Mn, to be ear from ſuch Authority, be. 
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Men, becauſe Mex may .7udge of theſe: things 


leſt to us in every Part of our Dur: 
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cauſe Men may 9 54 it if they pleaſe. For 
to ſay there is nothing in ee that it 
is inſignificant and without any Het 5 

the Condition of Men, if they may uſe their 


private Judgments; is as" ridiculous" as to 


fy, there is #orhing in the Happineſs of 
Hie 


ven, or Tor ments of Hell; that they 
can have 0 Effect upon the Condition 


as th pede... re N og EE 
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Whether we will believe a God, 
Whether we will worſhip hin, 

Whether we will believe in Ze/@s: Chi, 
Whether we will acknowledge a World. to 


come, "ni aid. ” E10 1 10 


Whether we vill — 85 6 _ is wen a a 
Place as Hell. 
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5 to their Nec, aud 1 rag to = 
termine for themſelves? Is there no ee e. 


rity tor the Torments of Hell, or nothing to 
be fear d from that Authority. by thoſe» who 
deny there is any ſuch Place Ja | 

Nowe if there can be an Aut hori in thiſe 
Matters, cho the Ule of private fuugment 
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rhority will A. * whe acted con- 
rrary to it; then it is Cettain that there may 
be an Authorit or Neceſſity Which obliges us 
to be of ſuch 75 articular Religion, tho the 
Exerciſe of our Pere Judgment! is allow'd in 
the Choice of dur Religion ; and that we 
may have as much to fear from 1 * 
N to ſuch Authority, tho by fol owing 
our own Opinions, as 1657 have who act 
| Peck. ths to ths Will of God in any other Re- 
o by following their own Opinions. 
35 that an Authority or Neceſſity which obli- 
ges us to be of this or that particular Commu- 
Lion, that is, particular Religion, is as con- 
ſiſtent with the "Exerciſe of private” Judg- 
ment, as the Neceſſity of believing à God, 
and worſhippib him, is conſiſtent wich the 
Exerciſe of our „ eee # Fudgment. 
And if you will ſay, there is an eud of al 
Authority, if Men may chuſe one Commu- 
nion before another; you muſt alſo ſay, that 
if Men might conſider whether they ſhould fol- 
low Cpeil, then there was an end of all Au- 
thority in Chriſt over them 5 
© And again; If Men may * and con- 
ſider whether there be a God, or Providence, 
then there is an end of all Neceſſi ty 'of be- 
| re +. either a God, or Providence.” 


If they ma er whether the Seriptur es 
are the 5 Fig fe 1 5 or any particular Do- 
N ctrines be contain d in 8 then there 


is an end of all Neteſſity of * the 
CC 2 Scriptures 


wat, 
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Scriptures to he the Word of God; or of be. 
lieving any particular Doctrines to be con- 
— ks in Scripture, .-.... 

If they may conſider and examine Whether 
any: particular Religion comes from God, 
then there is an end 121 all Neceſſit o recei- 

V any * particular on from Odd. 
| 1 5 this Reaſoning ff as juſt, as to con- 
dude chat. there is an end of all Authority to 
vn People ta any ar Communion, 
may conſider che Excelleney of one 
| Communion aboye/ another, which is. what 
Von over and over declare. 

Now, my Lords; let us pot, that the 
' Queſtion webs N it be zeceſſary to be- 
Wor the &; tax become ro | be the Word of God: 

ould it gor bec honeſt Man not 
only to aſſert this . 
wherein it is founded, and explain to every 
one that Authority which calls upon us to re- 
ceive de 5 as the Word of God, and 
Which mil in Nee, againſt us, if 
neglected 
And what might ve not juſtly think of 

him, who, inſtead of 58 the Authority 
ot Neceſſity which obliges us to receiye the 
Seriptutes as the Word of God, would deli- 
ver himſelf in this manner ? 

Van are . 1 whether there be a- 
4 ny Autbarity, or Neceſſity which obliges 
4 you tg receive the Scripturet as the Mor 
« TIPS one Wbereas Ee very Reaſoning 
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ec upon this Matter, ſhews * no Noceſ- 
« « iy or Authority to which you, arc obliged 


to ſubmit... For ſince you' are allow d to 


tc reaſon and enquire- whether this be _neceſ- 


* ſary, it is certain, there's an end of all Au- 
4 thority or Neceſſity to oblige. you. to, re- 
4 ceiye the Seriptures as the Mord of God; 
« and if you do hut ſincerely follow your 
« own: priyate Perſuaſions, you: are entitled 
© to. the ſame Degrees of God's Favour, whe- 


© ther * receive the Scriptures as: his Word 


« or not. a xy 
Now, my Lord, thus ir is chat you bre 

FD bad oO the World in relation to the Au- 

thority which obliges us to extern! Commus- 


nion. 


The Queſtion is, whether there be any Au- 
thority which obliges us to 0 een 
external Communion. 
Now, my Lord, what has ; any ane to do in 
this Diſpute, bur to ſhew whether Chriſt has 
inſlitutèd external union, or not? For 
on this alone muſt the Neceſſity of. it depend. 
And. if it a wk that external Communion 
be infticuted our Saviour as 4 Method of 
Salvation, 31 it will follow that. As ha 
SO as we hope. for | 
being in that. particular or ener 
af external Communion, which Chriſt has in- 
_ Nicuted;: ſo that unleſs it can be ſhewn that 
W Chriſtian Communions, are as 
| that Methoa, or particular Communion 


which 
F 


hich Chit Has Fo 4. as any Sther 
munjon” is; it muſt be as neceſſaty to 
be ih ſome one ' Parficilar Communion 4 as 
tis neceſſary to obey Chriſt'; and as darige- 
rous to Join in ſome” other Copamunioris, 28 as 
$ dangerous to deſpiſe his Aurhotiry. 
But now your Lordſhip, inſtead of van 
Aiko what external Comiminion is initrd, 
and What Neceſſity ariſes from fuch In/titu- 
tion, ot where we may find ſuch external 
Communion , amongſt the many pretended 
Chriſtian Communions, has wholly paſs d o- 
ver this Point, and determin'd the Queſtion, 
92 telling us, that fince we are allow'd the 
ſe of Ger Reaſon in the Choice of Religion, | 
it matters not what Authority we oppoſè ei- 
ther of God or Man, and: that there can be 
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no Neceſſity of our being of any particular 
Minor but 4 85 our n J udgtnent 


1 phi 
5 wt "If the E xcellency of one 


1 pre another may be regarded, 
W bit 2 Ree Ir an end of all human Authority 
b. 4 3 bag 11 to one particular external Com. 
munis. And to ſhew that yqu can as ea. 
1 25 l Divine Authority or Neceſſity 
parti itular Communion, or Religion, 
you 700 900 us, that, our Title to God's F. . 
cannot depend npon our attual, bein 5 5 con 
1 in 4 * eg MI 


— 1 ws 


— 


Der 17 An. if — es | 
eb 20 to 3 11 g 85 125 


1 itte, ; 


47 5 


our real Sincerity *,. So that here the Since- 
rity of private F udgment as eſſectually de- 
ſtroys all divine, Authority and Nee, 0 
an e Communion or Religion, as it 
. e s that ybich is human; and we are 
have by as happy and as high in the Favour 
of God for . his Laus, as if we had. 
obſerved them. N 
For here it is proved that We is n6 V. 
cell ty of any particular Communion or Reli- 
gion, not becauſe there is none zu/2zuted by 
but bekauſe, whether inſtituted or 99 5 


our Jaxcere Perſuaſion will 6c oppo juſtify. 
A 1192 


whether it SUR, with 0 es ſuch 
ſtirution. 18 Me ; 
But to proceed. 27 172 


I ſhall: now. ſhew how 90 W or 
urs of Sincerity expoſes all the Te erms. of | 
e as deliver d in Scripture. 
In the Scripture we find that B. iſm is 
made a Term of Salvation; but if incerity 
_ without Baptiſm be as certain a Title to the 
Fayour of God, as Sincerity with Ba ptiſm, 
then it is plain, that ao to be baptiz 4 is as 

' auch a Condition or Term of Salvation, as 
Baptiſm is a Term of Salvation. For, if 
Baptiſm ww Sincerity, was more a Term or 
| Condition of God's Favour, than #0 Baptiſm 

| wah 110 2 , then it is certain that it is not 
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Gor aa as Wreath! ag een 
225 cl. us the Favour of God, 


aptifm is nd orb a Term of Salvation, it 
the Refa of Baptiſm is a Term of Salya- 
tion. S6 that Fes Doctrine makes B aptiſm 
and. the Refuſal of Baptiſch either equity 
Terms, or equally 50 7. N of Salyation; 6 
qually advanta gious, or equally N 4 3 
5 Cant. hn phe ming 6 
Wen therefore our Blefſtd aviotir f. 
chat except we are beprized g cannot 40 
into the Nas om of God, Alick he that is 
bajtized' 0 be damntd; "according wy this 
Doôckrine of yours, we may allo fay juft the 
contrary, that except we refu/e Baptiſtn we 
cannot enter N the Kingdom of God; Mp 
he that is 4 ed ſhall be Jatmed.” a 
This, my Tord is very ſhocking; but I. 
ſhall eaſilx ſhew Ws N are as 
Proper au 25 e conitra ettions, | 
of 5 our Bott | e . 
or, fince our Doctrine ere 
32 And che fi pts ar 2 Bap- 
{m upon che lane Foot as to e f 
God, there can be no mote anger in ſincere- 
ly re Baptilin, chant fincerely gebt, 
| 0 of ae Now if there is no pore 
Danger in the. ene Practice than in the other; 
ie qv be plain to the moſt'ordinary Vnder! 


— thar ft folate as 5 Juſt” and f proper to . 
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clave vis: Practice dangerous a8 the tber; 
chat is it muſt; be as proper to ſay, he thar 25 
baptized ſhall be 4 . 15 2 * 
val baptized ſhall be damn d. ? 
Now 1 know your Lordſhip 8 upon 
theſe ns «x ew, that is more dange- 
rous 16: Baptiſm ſincerely, than to re- 
cerve Baptiſm ſincerely; and ſo long as this is 
red, you mult allo w that it is as juſt to fix 
anger upon Baht iſin i elf," as upon D 
ak r im. And conſequently all your Rea- 
{ray pon this ject are one continued 
 Cenlure upon our Bleſſed Saviour's Doctrine in 
er Which according ta your 


Nokions, is only as 50ſt and / proper as le 
quite gont raty would;have't — 
Again, ont Saviour tells us, thar-extepe 1 
en Ie Flaſb af the Son a Mam, and W 
bus Raad, us haue un lift in uu, 
Here we ſte the eating the Fleſh! dert 
ing.the Blaed:of the Som of Man is an ifi. 
tate Term of Salvation and inſiſted upon by 
our Sa uiom : but it your Do chine be trua, we! 
mag as welhdeciare: the cvnt nam tobe a Term 
of Sadvatibng, and ray, o exceps: ur ficerely 
refer to, en ther Fl. e Blood. 
he Se Man, ym ge oi vl 
-  .FarbmyſLord:0f cy of # £0; 
eatithig Hell, be: the, fame en 2 Fa- 
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it is plain, there is no more Advantage ia cut. 
ing, than in not eating; and conſequently it 
is as well to ſay, that except we.forbear cat- 
ing the Fleſh of the Son of Man we have no 
Life in us, as to ſay, that except we ent the 
Fleſh of the Son of Man we have no Life in 
us, there being plainly from this Doctrine, no 
more Danger in forbearing to eat, than in 
eating; nor any more Neceſſity of eating, 
than of forbearing to eat, ſince both theſe 
Practices are egualiy good and aduantagious 
5 with \ mcerity, and equally bad x and inſigniſi- 
_  cantEwithour itt 294 2 
And now, my Lord, let the World judge, 
whether you could have thought of Doctrine 
more contradittory to the expreſs Words of 
Our Saviour, and all the. inſfituted Terms of 
Salvation, than this of yours about Sincerity, 
which makes it no more neceſſary to abſerue 
the zaſtituted Terms" of Salvation, than to 
break them; and which alſo makes it as pro- 
per, to declare it as dangerous to obſerve ſuch 
Inſtitutions, as to rejeci them. This I have 
ſhewyn particularly: in Baptiſm, where your Do- 
Cine; makes it as proper to lay, he that i" 
 baptiz'd ſhall. In Ally as to ſay, that he 
wWho is got baptiz d ſhall be damm d; and in 
the ſame manner does it contradict and con- 
found the Scriptutes, and make the contrary 
to every Luſtitut ion as much a Means of Sal- 
= vation, as the Iaſtitut ian itſelf, -- Ms ee, . 
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4 Your Lotdſhi has given us a Demonſtra- 
Lion, as you call it, that your Doctrine of 
_ Sincerity and private Per ſuaſion is right, 

\Thus'yourasks"Wbar is it that} uſtify/d 
the Protefttnits=——in ſetting up their own 
Biſhops? Has it, that\the:Popiſh Do#rines 
were "attnally corrupt, or that the Prote- 
flants were" perſuaded. in their own Conſti- 
ences, 'thatithey were ſo ? The latter with. 
out: Zoubti*" And then comes your Demon- 


them this Per ſuaſiun, and they. are ſo far 
From being juſtified," that they are condemn'd 


Vor their Departure; give them this Pen- 


ſuaſion ugain, id are. condemm d * 1 71 do 
0 ſeparate 1. 
You want to be ſhewn the Fallacy: in this 


Deinotiftiarion;! which I hope I ſhall ſhew to . 


your e on wht x ants 
It is granted, that Corruption in Religion 


is no Fuſtification of thoſe who leave it, un- 


leſs they are perſuaded of that Corruption. 


It is alſo granted, that they who are fully 
perſuaded that a Religion is al, are oblig' 5 


to ſeparate from it, though it ſhould not 


ſiuful. But then it does by no means fol- 
low, that they who leave a true Religion, and 


they who | leave a falſe Religion, through 


their quartieuiae hn pes are. abt 3 06 Bal, 1. 
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* or e an equal rule s u. ae. 
. of God's ns > Wt Be e A” 
Hete lies ST bin bs Ache. 
ten that y ord: is. Ju 
42655 in 700k to wry cio niche 
. aue Senſe ; whereas. if 
(if chis Word: Sed Pee it is in a Gs 
N different Senſe and different Meuſure,; and 
arè not entitled to the fame Degres of God's 
Favour. Now, a Fallacy in this Point deſtroys 
the whole Demonſtration, for the Queſtion 
Wholly turns upon 10e Point, Whether they 
who are ſincere in à frue Neligion, and they 
who are ſincere in a falſe Religion, arc equal. 
_ oy juſtified and entitled to the e N 
n ane 


0 God's Fayour. 
This very Thing was objected to vou by 
* learned Committee, who ſaid,” that an er- 
roneous Conſcience was never, till now, al- 
ee A bote if Juſtify Men in their Er. 
„ ors * POE SHOT IO enen 
Ws "which you have no better Anſwer to 
ö wake than this, That it muſt either juſtify 
them or not Juſtify them! Tt muſt eitber 
4175 Juſtify them 1 8 not Fe eben At 
all fn YO e300 31 N 
My Lord, I Rafe: a Man is juſti 2 by 
4 bis kvin ſoberly, righteouſly and goalily in 
4 1 preſent . 1 ask . does his 
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4 (as), 


tering berg yeltify bim wholly; or does it 
wg fy him” af au; If ge him 
g ene chere is eee bis 0 
te godvely ; if it not 

EA then there is oo need of dis vt 
overly: © T4344 1 ; 8&6; 4 Las &d Ns oats 

er Auſwer to the Cominittte' "i aſt 4s 
much Senſe or e in as Thee 18 f 
us Argument. " 


Here I muſt * chor it hk ay be eren 
that the Queſtion is, not whet 

in amy Religion, does not recommend us to 
the Favour of God, but whether we are = 

titled to the /ame' Degrees of God's 3 

whether we are fincere in 4 e or fe 


er . Worſhip. SYT 287; nne 
1 ſhall therefore” Anber Cebhder hs 
wen 113 Oi nean 1 en * 


Flrſt; If true und rigbi Religion bath 2 
uy thing in its own Nature to ee ts 
to God then Sincerity in this r and 74 44 

Religion muſt recommend us more to 

1 Sincerity in a fa//e and wrong Religi! 

{becauſe 'we+ have a Recommendation 

2— our Religion, as well as ſtom our Hin- 

rerity in it Fot inſtance; if it be in any 

Degree in the World more acceptable to God, 

that we ſhould follow Chriſt, than Maho- 
wer, our Sincerity'in following; Chriſt muſt 
recommend us to juſt ſo much more of God's 

Favour, than our Sincerity in following Ma: 


SN as it is more acceptable to bim that 
Wang Ts we 


89 


er Sincerity 


(88 oo 
we. we ou Ot than che Other: Now 
that true and right Religion has no- 
thing in its own Nature 0,xecommend us to 
is ſaying, that Ng true and-right 
are no more acceptable to God, than things 
falſe and wrong ; — as it would be Blaſ. 
emy to ſay this, ſo it is very little leſs to 
ay» that Sincerity in a falſe and: *wrong Re: 
igion is juſt the. /ame Juſtification or Rev” 
commendation. to the Favour of God, that 
. in the true and right Regan is.. 
. Farther ;. The whole Eud and Deſiga of 
Religion, is, to recommend us to the Favour 
of, God. If therefore we can ſuppoſe a Reli - 
gion inſtituted by God, which does no more, 
as ſuch, recommend us to the Fayout of God, 
than a Religion invented by Men or Devils, 
as ſuch, recommends us to. the Favour of 
god; then we mult alſo ſuppoſe, that God has 
inſtituted a Religion which does not at all 
anſwer the general End and Deſign of Reli- 
gion, via. che recommending. us to the Fa- 
Your of God. Ban * 711 "1115 Mic fn! 
"Unleſs, therefore we will prophanely «ſl 3 
clare, that God has. inſtituted a Religion, 
which, 44 /#ch, does us no Service, nor au 
better promotes the general End of Religion; 
than any corrupt Iaventiont of Men, we |. 
muſt affirm, that Sincerity in his Religion 
will entitle us to greater Degrees of his Fa- 
vour, than Sincerity i in a Religion not from : 
lim. ML 07 deen Som BY N 


In „ Secondly 
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. 
1 ee be aug real Excel. 
güne in one Religion which is 
= in wile — the it is certain, that Since. 
rity does not eg juſtify us in any Reli- 
{Yon ;//and onthe” contrary, ie is as cettain, 
chax Sinceriy in 4 Religion does entitle 
date the ene Degrees of God's Fayour, 
then there is no fach thing as atly' real Er- 
cellency'or See in one Religion, Which 
_ Woot in another 
When you was Charged with deſtroy ing al 
Diffetence between Religions by this Ac 
count of Sincetity, you retreat to an Anſwer 
weak as could poſſibly have been thought 
of. Thus you ſay; bat I ſaid about pri- 
vate Perſuaſion c lates to th Juſtification" of 
the Man before God, and not i the Excel- 
leticy of one Communion above enorber, which 
it leaves juſt as it found iti 
Here; my Lord yo appel that one Re. 
lgion may very much exceed another Reli 
gion in Goodneſs and Exrellenty, and yet 
that this Goodneſs and Excellence has nothing 
to do with the Fuſtification of Perſons; for 
Jou ſay, you was not ſpeaking of the Excel. 
Leney of one Communion above another, but of 
what relates to the Juſtiſication of a Man, Ge. 
Which plainly*thews that you don't allow 
tie Excellency. of Religion io have any thing 
Fl 8 N the Juſtiftcation of Men; for if 
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J what is to be found in an 


be beten than anot 


hg Ax is, therefore moſt certain, that 


v7 | 
J { 


4 


* — haxe been . to ek 2 
egi of, one Raligion 
E % was {pea [gf ar: Bos q 
dt. N | 

Now, my; Lord, co grant that there i n 
Excellency . wee 
1 This. exceHent.. and. Re- 
igion, thayiang any more ip i 1074/21 
 aud1#ecummend us ro cl 7 God, thed 


Excellent; is Juſt; as. 2 Coe, as to allow, 
92 ſome Food is mur h mors excellen gu 
r than other Food , and yet cxcdude chis 
ft, excellent pr e, For [5 qe eh pee june 
Io. in it to pre erve H. ealth 
moe than in; ug other mtv 32 * ! 
_-laFox the Godau and Ecol «cy. of Reli. 
gion, is as a relative. wx « 
Ela; as the 8 
of Food: is a relative. Goody 
lency. Aud as chat Food 
de bother. than another S e . 
A will Effect upon che Body, chan ut 95 
Foods, 23 Mas een dee can * * 
er, 
higher in he kern W 
Religion. E 40 K Woodtli 18d wy 
if a 
one Religion can be ſaid to be better than 
_ ity muſt be, beganſe one Religion 


; ET of more ae 2. 5 than ano: | 


ol „ For 


Religiandes 


[7 299. ) 
* Belge in 8 is 1 becauſe 


„ and brings us ino Te 
i KT For the articular AE 
004ne 7 , muſt * 


e 
| 125 raiſes. ys Fe 22 


vou, n . 7 FEARS 
hays;done..,: TV 3.174 10 A N. * 10 8 
S0, „ pls, of che the 
1 celleuay of, one Religion 1 7 another, as 
ving nothing in it, . h, o Tecomr 


92 7 to higher Degrees of 7 Favours 
leck Fort Cort it is fully as gb. 
urd, 35 77 V, that tho bne kind of Leer; 

1 More cent chan another in 

nee, Jet ng Men gre 2 77 excelfent 

Ker hy is for haying one Rind Of Learning 

an-another.; HOT the 537 Ub 925 92 

o For as no kind Learnin ® 

be peculzarty. eel , be ale ic „ 

me Heculigr, 2 to thoſe who are 

Maſters of it; {> no hind of Religion can 

aid to be. gre ertellent thau anothe 

unleſs thoſe. who. profeſs it, rea ſome Ad. 
vantage ffom it, which is nat to he had lk 

Religion l/ excellent. > 51 . 
From all this, it appears, firſt, .that there 

Lan be no ſuch thing, as any Gpadneſt or Ex 

tellencu in ee above another, ; > ya 

a8 it age 4 94 55 one Cad and Aduan. 

age d the! 85 who prof 8.7. Recht 701 * 
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2 good 1 ot n 
Reh can do Eos me good *at- all. {fs * 
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'For nals. you y exchide'the Good: 
neſs. or 28 of an Religion from Ha- 
Hug any part in reriding 1 to the Fa. 


vour'of oa; 8 hid ach allow ir to 
us ſo 8 oy Wor Reisens 
will carry 9 e 4 
and 1 5 v3 is \Jult 
Ta, Which does us 1 Ap 
180" that whether" y Nie Sen char 
have deſtro *d all "he N 0 
or höt, Lean t vet Fi 
We will ſee that you . only ef 
ſuch . a Goodneſ+ in one Religion 09 ano- 
ther, iS can 90 po body any good at all. oſs 
The ert is chis; Tf you will own there 
18 90 Eacellenty in one Nane above abo 
cher, then you Are guilty of maki Chriſti 
| amy. "Ho better than ahometas * but if 
will acknowkdge a Gone and Ex. 
cellency_in one Religion above angther, and 
yet contend! thar- ir is Hincerity alone Which V 
Fo a us \ 29 Goo, or recommemds us to the 
Favor of Lee „ a Reli giens Alike; this is 
iSabſtrd,' as To Ay, ſuch a A ching) is much ber. 
ter forus than — "other thing, and yet af 
ſert, that any other oP will do us as mach 
Bebe as chat I have, 
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| C211 00 
have, I bopes ſuffieientiy confuted your: 
Doctrine of Sincerity ; from the Nature. of 
Religion. I shall now in a word or two ex- 
amine it farther, by conſidering the Nature 
4 theſe migh | things. nne FIG 


Pd 


my : 


Aud, firſt, I. deny that Per/uafian was the 
auch ching which juſtify'd the Proteſtants, on 
_ which recommends People to the Favour. of 
Godin the Choice of a Religion; and chat, 
becauſe if their private or ora en "was 
founded in Pride, Prejudice; worldly Inte- 
dealt, or guy thing, but the real Truth, and 
the Jſtlce df the Cauſe, chat their private 
Her ſuꝶ ſim did not zuftify them before God 
nor had they, upon this Suppoſition, ſo od 
2. Titie to bis Fayour,” as thoſe who: Id vor 
reform. To Ne rs x ert 927 8 110 
„ Eon ſayy that Perſons cinhot be; /ircere 
in their Perſuaſiops, w ho ate influenc'd by 
Jo this 1 anſwer; 4g 11 rivet 4 ky e iQ} 
+4Firſt;. Fhat according to your own Prin- 
cler, that Man is to be efteem'd ſiucere, 
Who thinks. himſelf to pe ers, For, as 
it is a ſiſt Principle with you, that a, Man 
is ſuſtiß in point 065 Religion, not becauſc 
he obcryes: whar in its own- Nature, is rrue 
and ig ht Religion, but becauſe he -obleryes 
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Ed is u fincere} and in à rut Religi- 


0 8 


and u Principles of n- 
terity ge pos fark Pee pl his own 
Mme, that he des act up to ſuch juſt: and 
us Pri pes of  Sincerity So chat, my 
Lord A it ſeemns is as truly a Private 
Per ſna/ian, as Religion is 2 p#:vare Perſua- 
fidh 4© Al hecetdte auy one! may as eafily 
chink himſelf 77% 1 and yet not have 


l 8 e may think himſelf ity 
_ they Reli e and Fee not be in the 


Religion. 2.4 IEF 19171 i i. & 
"> Unleſs theiefore- von will maltitain! thar a 
pefſon Who- is miſtaken an his Sincevity, à a and 
miſtaken in 5 Reli ion tod who' harh' nei: 
rue Religien true Hanberiry) hath as 
4 4 Title to the Favour of "Goa," ds de 


this Cauſe of Siegel 


ou muſt give u 
5 25 from your % ng 


on 
2515 iS: gend r 


5 dhar any e 48 ofters ha 
2 in his Vinoen ity, and bw gt that 


ok Smeetity which is not . Gielbwoidh; 48 lie 


may bermillikerw in 'his Neiigion and "take | 
25 char for 1 {ow Which is 10 Neigen 


Wuel) ie is 28 read gable to 
tall 1 5 Fucers Pertons Who are uſſusne d by 
rong 9 9 1 © ralk of Ferfons 20 
. Fn en; who" le in 4 7 

"wah Ar ii er 81 HAST et 


y Pod, chis is the Rel bf 


your Doi That Perſoss neither truly fin- 
ere of 5 ee „ yet e 
11 1 14 F 5 1 c 
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— Dr rees of God's Favo 
12 thoſe WO are 2 nn in the 


Religi u. 37 28 0 en ee 


The ſhorr is this, ee f 
owle 


owns. you ate obligid to 

ee Pd be fincere, be hint: 

o be inc rre; becauſe you ſay à Man is 4 
e eſteem'd Religious, not becauſe ber 

ue Religion, but becauſe he'tbinks he:fira+ 
_ Uiles rde Religion; theteſbe you! alt e 
that a Man is ſicere, hot becauſe he HH 
's 80 vogue: he ah >. r. to ihe 
d eee ee 
It is alſo: as Akt and as tr, for a Man 
to be ite in thoſe things w which conſti- 
rare grus Sincerity, as in choſe'r rhings which 
vonſtirute ?r#e Religion 
And therefore if hir Sioerlty be che un 
7 and the ſame Title to God'sFayour in any 

eligion, it follows, that Sin tho in- 

fluenc'd' by Fauſt arts iu pun in a falſe way 
of Worſhip, by eres as a fn 
cere Perſuhen g. 26pm oy * 
a true and inſtituted whe of 
Jo that all the fine things which you have 
fad of jor as implying in it all which 
is rational and excellent, are come to no- 
thing; ; * and you are as ſtrictly obli d to al- 
| low that Man to be ſincere who es the / 


ule he tb:»&s himſelf to be ſincere, as to 
ow that Perſon to Ty * in bis Reli- 


gow, 


. and Principles of true Sincerity, 


4 E. t baut in dre ue ion, becauſe 
be thinks himfelf:in the true Relſgi on. 
So that it is not Sincerzty as it contains all 
that ig ond und excellent which alone 
Juſtiſſeg; Rut as it may be an idle, daim, 

nn Perſuaſion, in which people think 
_rhemiſelves in the right. This: Perſuaſion; 

tho unded in the Follies, Paſſions and Pre- 

Jucſſces of human Nature; ccinſecrates everx 
Wa of Worſhip, and makes the Man thus 6 

ded as table to God, as he who ö 
cbrougb a right uſe of his Reaſon, ſerves God 
in that Method which he has mnſitured. IVY 
mall end this Point with only this Ob- 
ſervation, that however heart y: a Friend vo 
may be td rhe Chriſtian Religion your ſelf, 
this 1 dare ſay, that the el Enemy it 

Bas, will thank you for hus DT ir. 

And they who! wiſh- all the Diſtinction be- 

twirt Religions confounded, and maintain that 

we have nothing to hope ot feat but from our 
own Perſuaſions,” are the only Perſons who 

| 08 you their YOU Defender. 19” 49 
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Proceed now in a Word or to do 
ſhew, that the Neceſſity of Com- 
wunion with any particular Chuch, 
and the fee of Bxcommunication 
1. perfectly conſil ele with the Principles 
of the Re or mation. 11001 Oy 9617; 15 6 93 
Von }- If there be a Church Authority 
E oblige People. to external Communion—— 
beg to know!how can the Reformation itſelf 
be juſtified. —— For there "was then an Or- 
79 of Chur cb. men, veſted with all ſpiritual 
Authority there was t A Church 
Authority to oblige Chriſtians, a Pouer of 
ome" over others." What was it therefore 
o which we-owe this very Church of Eng- 
land? 9300032757 51G ane 1.5 
T0. this it may be anſwer d. ande 
Firſt; That this Argument Anda upon 
falſe SuppoGition , namely, that it is the 
uus of any Men, which obliges us to er. 
ternal Communion. Which 1 have already 
ſhewn to be as falſe, as to ſuppoſe that it is 
the Laws of any Men which o lige us to be 
„ ere irc n 15105 "OF" ich eres 
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SMT. Larter i den 0 
A0 \ Sceondly; 


_ " eitcy hieb obliged them then, and Which ob- 
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; * Secondly ;. That there may be. a real and a 
| which obliges us to external 
£2708; tho' this Authority be nor found- 

ed in any. human Laws, for there is as real 
and app ent an Authority for Bapti ſin; and 
the of the Lord; and other Parts of 
external won, as if they, Were the er 
wo Litdly'; Ther the. Lane of Men in this 
Alair of ate of the ſame Obliga- 

"von: and Foxce that they are in othet Mat- 
ters. If the command "Things indifferent, 
den are to he obey'd for the Authority of 
my y enjoin Things in their 
dn Nature gopq; the Neceſſity of Obedience 
is greater but if they command Things un- 
law ſul, we are not £0 comply, but bey God 
rather hau Man. 

Faurthly; "The:Queſtion therefore. at the 
u was not whether the Laus of 
Pope. or:rhe Prince were ou the fide of 
the Church of Nome, but whether that Faitb 
and_thot thoſe 1 which cunſtitute the 
| ion was with the Reformer s, 
ct With wav L2Piſts;; For the Church Autho- 


liges us now ta external Communion, was not 
8 which 'of aber. chem to * 
or any & 

n "with 
a wn who obſerved that way 
of of Worlip hich byift ”"_ ioſtituted. * 
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Neceſſity of being in external Communion: 's 
does not oblige us to be in Communion with 
the Pope or any Number of Biſhops ar ſuch, 
whoſe Authority we may happen id be born 
under, but it, obliges us to 
munion which is 125 May or Merbod F . 
vation which Chriſt has zuffitue t, 
So that though we ſhould grant, that. 

Reformation we broke, through. the 2 
Laws of the Church which required us to 


us to external Communion, becauſe hat = 
tfbority is not founded in any human Laws, 


but is the . of Chriſt, requiring us to 
obſervẽè all thoſe * which. conſtitute ex- 
ternal Communion. For as it is the Antho- 


_ rity of Chriſt which obliges us to be Chri- 
ian, ſo that ſame Authority obliges us to 
enter into that Communion 228 the Ali 
_ Futions and Faith of Chriſt ar erved. 
Nara! therefore you fay, if Burch Autho- 


then our Foxe-fathers ought not in Canſtience 
40 have ſep 


els my Lord, is.no more to the Purpoſe 
chan i —— had ſaid, if the King of France 


has a 
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e n that Com- 2 


continue in Communion with the Church of 
Rome, it will by no means follow chat we 
broke through that Authority which obliges 


855 (meaning human Laws) be 4 ſiffecrent 
Obligation upon them to determine them, 


arated from the Church of Rome 
bt to be * all oyer — 
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then all deer Europe they ought in Conſtierice 
N obey him. i 
For ſigce it is neither pretended nor al- 
low'd, that human Lau are a falfttient 0. 
Nati io External Communion, to ar revue ; 
fromſthisSuppofition is as foreign to the 


poſg*as to oſe t . Kin of rauce 
TY ee all * lk 


Ihe next Step you ks is alſo,very extra- 
Fele, where flaving rejected human Au- 
otity from being a Men ligation to 
7 Communion, von thus procted but 
Men are their own rudges by the Laus 

ö ET of Chrift i ibi Matter; if they 
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— Lo th uſe their Judgment and" 4 
| bet 5 #——= then a Js a 7 
Zr of the 


eformation, and Particuls 4 wo 
the eee of England . 
e moſt complai ſaut Niles; my 
12 „that could poffibly have ms thought 
of ceaſe it as petuliarly juſtifies all che E- 
nemies of che Chureh 1 5 land, of what 
*Kibdſoever, as it juſtifies the Foce Church 
of gland 1 J! Be unn 1 
For your Ar ine proceed thus: "i ther * 
E 90. Numer 85 to which We. are ab- 
ſolely obliged ro ſübmit, but have a Riglit 
td ue our own; e then tlie Refar- 
mat idꝝ is] ftified; Here we Tee the Dodtrines 
| *of rhe Te! m d Church are not © taken! into o the 
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Queſtion; he is not ſaid 80 be juſtified, as 

mY true. Church, or as preſerving chole 
Orders and Inſtitutionr, which-conſtirute the 
 . ame Church; but is juſtified, becauſe Men 
may ule t eir Reaſon, and not ęnter Into a 

Communian. which human s have 
27 to eſtabliſh, Now if « 


of E lud ar * in the "Choi 
Religion becauſe np human Laws Hen 


ahſojurc Power to 8 us to be of any 4 


ticular Religion, then eople, whether 


_ Zaſts.or Proteſtants, whether 
es, Jews, T. urks and Injide 
juſtified; in the Choice of their particular 
a 74 ays. of Worſhip, . becauſe human Lats 

have not an abſolute Power to oblige them to 
bk 1 articular Religion. So that tho' 
you. ca 12 A . of the Proteſtant 
Englend, you might as jultl have 
Fuſtification of pre 5 

| and Infidels; For it is as truly a 
| fication of every one of them, as it be a * | 


cation of the Church ee, 5 


1 * 


But ro proceed. 


A 4 | How comes it, m 7 Lord, that the 10. | 
- nation is. 7#/tify 4, becauſe People may ſe 


their Reaſqn, and are not under a Neceſlity 


of this or that 


2 - from 7 Wea Fug of bein 
5 77 


to 
a, 10 that N any particular 


call I human Laws ate not ſuffi- 


Reli- 


HaRers, Nasr. : 2 
„ are equally od 


Jalti- 


alt the Reformation be 2 


era Reformation. Is chere no 


"1 T 8 : ” + nia tabs , "= * a * 
* p . P 8 + 8 4 1 FRE" 
- "= Y "OY * a 


8 (N 


ht on neceſſary, becauſe human ey "= 
cannot?! May it not be our Duty ro be 'of. 
2 Communion, - N 4 2 to 1105 into -_ ; 
other union, . tho' Bun Laws as 
cannoffanak@ghe one a Duty, ot the other a 
rn , the Supper of the 


n . 77 io Jo fas Chrt ” ceaſe to 
d — becauſe 4 e does not 
Alle from man Laws 2. 


Now if. Things way be e to Salva: 
ee oh ee 


4 ; Anthoticy, then % 18 0 eee of the 


KReformeaton to ſay, that the Reformwer.s might 
ule their Reaſon, and not. oh. that 1] Ken 
which. Suman Laws commanded * 1 5 „ 8 
He; this will be o Faltfication: as it i | 
Pears, . that they choſe that Religio 5 
* God required 2215 to che oO 
or it would be Nonſence to ſa ſay Peoj ple ire 
altify'd for having. fuc B a ſort of Buphilms, 
beeauſe the Nece, ity of Baptiſin docs tot ariſe. 
from human Laws. Vet this is as good ene, 
to ſay, fuch a 'Phople' are juſtify in their 
. Nos, becauſe no Rel ion is made neceſ- * 
ary * Human. Laws. or 1 Py are onl 
ul 5 in Point 22 55 obſerve 
We im, as 9 7 9. ofGolthe 
puntea, ſo ate f e d in thei 
Reb gie, who 5 55 ie which 
the e © S iBJOERFed. | 
Bat your obo Has oller 8 
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arulate 'y our Readers 
ire Fc from all Aurhority in Relig! 
Lud without once mentioning chat ede Ser. 
mation is right" aud juſt, becauſe f 0, 


ders, Dotiraer or Inflitutions ue i main 


_ fins; you fay it is ſuſtify'd for. Jfarh #\Rea- 
ſon, as juſtifies in an . Degree every Re- 
on, and ever Change of Kelis jon in the 
ord. You have fb fir jury's it, as t 
ew that it is as well to be of it, as of any 
other Church; ahd'aS well bo be 6f « any orher 
buch, ag of it. 8 N 4 
ho would not chink, 97 Lord; that the 
2 — inflitmeed Terms: of Salvation had 7 
: 52 do with the . of Chriſti 
Let you can juſtify People without any 
do them. Who would not think 1 


Religion is un juſtiſiable, if it is contrary to the 
_ Religion #/7zruredby Chriſt? Vet your Lord- 
hip” has Juſtify*d all Changes in Religion, 
| ut any regard to the ©Inſtitutions' of 
_ Clift; ſolely for this Reaſon, becauſe \Men 
may uſe their. own Judgment, arid nor ſubmit 
to he Laws of Men, 47 fach, in the Choice 
of Religion. As if becauſe my are not to 
he altogether governd by the Commands of 
Le in the Choice of a Religion, neither are 
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I have now gone. * far in the „„ 
tion of your Docrrines as my preſent Deſign 
will allow me, and am apt to think chat 
in this and my former Letters, I have gone 
fo far, 1 to ſhew, that a few more ſuch De- 


e f Chriſtianity and the Reformation, 


as yon haye given us, . would compleat their 
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